CHAPTER   18
Treaty with the Soviet Union
Hitler beams on Papen
Herr von Papen left Austria before the entry of the German
troops. He did not consider it necessary to -view the last
convulsions of his victim. He retired once more to his
Wallersfangen estate to recuperate. There he studied with
some satisfaction the great news of the conquest of Austria,
the imprisonment of his friends and the destruction of a
cheerful people. The name of Herr von Papen was not
mentioned at any of the great parades, speeches or receptions
in Austria. Even his admission into the National Socialist-
Party was hardly mentioned in the press.
Yet he sunned himself in Hitler's favour. Voices abroad
declared loudly that he had fallen into disgrace. This
unfortunately was not the case. Herr Hitler now knew that
in acts which called for a special brand of intrigue he could
rely on his former Vice-Chancellor. For the first time since
Hitler's seizure of power in Germany, Papen enjoyed a
freedom which was unusual for him and every other German
citizen. From Wallersfangen he could travel to France,
Luxemburg and Belgium ; for a time it was even said that
he intended to undertake a propaganda lecture tour of
England. But the Falmouth shock even after more than
twenty years was too fresh in his memory for him to risk
undergoing another examination of his luggage.
All kinds of rumours were in circulation at this time:
Herr von Papen had been secretly liquidated by Hitler;
he was a prisoner on his estate ; he was in a concentration
camp. It was true that a nephew of Papen's, bearing the
same name, had been arrested and taken to a concentration
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